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Alzheimer’s
The Alzheimer’s Association
Southeastern Virginia Chapter
offers a free orientation to
Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias Jan. 11, 1:30-3 p.m. at
Emmanuel Episcopal Church 400
N. High Street, Franklin. Dementia
caregiver support group meets Jan.
11, 12:15 p.m. Call (800) 2723900 to register.

Book sale
The Greater Chuckatuck Historical
Foundation’s book, “Chuckatuck:
Crossroads in Time,” is for sale at
the Isle of Wight Museum, the
Oaks Veterinary Clinic and Nautical
Decor.

SHS reunion
A reunion for the Smithfield High
School class of 1972 is being
planned for the weekend of July
20-21 at Smithfield Station.
Interested parties can call Kevin at
291-6160.

New uniforms
The Surry Sheriff’s Office deputies
are receiving new uniforms,
changing from brown and beige to
black and tan pants and shirts by
Jan. 15. Sheriff Alvin Clayton wants
Surry residents to be aware of the
change to avoid confusion in the
event they need assistance from a
deputy.

Ham project
4-H is hosting its Cured Ham
Project in 2012, which focuses on
the heritage and science of curing
hams the Virginia way. Those
interested need to order their
hams by Jan. 17. For information
and forms call 365-6258 or e-mail
the local extension agent at
tpatters@vt.edu.

Goat workshop
4-H is hosting a Goat Workshop on
Saturday, Feb. 18, 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. at the Southampton County
Fairgrounds in Courtland. Must
register in advance. For information
call 653-2572 or e-mail
tpatters@vt.edu.

Mental health help
The UP Center is working with Isle
of Wight Social Services to provide
interactive audio-visual telemental
health services for those with
transportation or financial
problems. All sessions are private
and confidential. For more
information call 622-7071, ext.
112.

Walking groups
Smithfield walking groups will
continue through the winter.
Groups meet most days of the
week and there are morning and
afternoon walks. For information
call the Smithfield on the Move
office at 365-4277.

Page 11

IW: pictures in time
By Diana McFarland
News editor

I

n the 1930s, a nationally
recognized photographer
came to Isle of Wight and
Surry County to photograph historic buildings.
And the photographer was
one of the earliest women in the
field — Frances Benjamin
Johnston.
Johnston’s photos of Tynes
Plantation, The Grove and the
1750 Courthouse are included in
the Carnegie Survey of the Architecture of the South. The photos, taken throughout the south
during the 1930s, are available for
viewing on the Library of Congress website.
She also photographed several
locations in Surry County, including Point Pleasant, Brandon
Plantation and the Rolfe House.
The newest owners of Tynes
Plantation, Joel Wilson and
Valerie Schmidt-Wilson, are in
the process of restoring the old
smokehouse. The Wilsons also
plan to restore what was once
thought to be the summer
kitchen. All that remains today is
the old chimney.
Johnston took portraits of
Susan B. Anthony, Mark Twain
and Booker T. Washington. She
also snapped photos of the
Roosevelt children playing with
their pet pony at the White
House. Johnston traveled
throughout the country photographing coal miners, iron workers and sailors, as well as society
commissions.
Johnston also wrote for publications such as “Cosmopolitan,”
“Harper’s Weekly” and the “Ladies’ Home Journal.”
Born in Grafton, West Virginia in 1864, Johnston was given
her first camera by George
Eastman, who was a friend of the
family and inventor of the Kodak
camera. She went on to study in
Paris and learned photography
and darkroom techniques from
George Smillie with the
Smithsonian.
She gained early recognition
for photographing the students
and the buildings of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Hampton in 1899 to
show its success. It was displayed
at the Expose negre in Paris. She
died in New Orleans at age 88 in
1952.
Today she is known as one of
the first women to attain prominence as a photographer.
To see more of the Carnegie
collection, visit www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/csas/.

Titled “Smithfield Farm” in the Carnegie Survey of Architecture of the South, this photograph
of the former Tynes plantation was taken in 1935 by Frances Benjamin Johnston took . The
Tynes house, built in 1750, which still stands today, is located along Courthouse Highway in
Isle of Wight County. Note the wagon ruts and hoof prints in the road.

This photograph of the 1750 Courthouse was taken by Frances Benjamin Johnston between
1933-35. It shows the courthouse as a residence and before it was restored in 1960 to its
original appearance.

Packer band to perform in D.C.
By Abby Proch
Staff writer

With an award-winning year
behind them, the Smithfield High
School Marching Band has been
Zumba
given yet another honor.
The marching band will perJoin Zumba class every Thursday,
form at the National Cherry Blos6:30 p.m. at the Rescue
som Festival Parade on April 14
Community Center, $3. Call 651in Washington, D.C. This year
9315 for information.
celebrates the 100th anniversary
Thursday, Jan. 12
of Japan’s gift to the United
States of 3,000 flowering JapaWine-brew fest
nese cherry trees.
And according to Katherine
The Smithfield Wine and Brew Fest, Goff, schools’ public information
set for April 14, needs two
officer, they are just one of 12
specialty food vendors, sponsors
bands to perform and the only
and event program advertisers.
band from Virginia.
Reservations for chalets/tables
The five-week festival, which
begin Jan. 12. Regular tasting
runs from March 20 to April 27,
tickets will go on sale in midcontinues to celebrate the friendJanuary at $30/advance and $35
ship between Japan and the
at the door if available. For
United States.
information call 869-0664, visit
www.SmithfieldVaWineBrewFest.com
The festival’s parade is known
or email
for its lavish floats, huge helium
gina@SmithfieldVaWineBrewFest.com. balloons, marching bands and
performers.
Surry Parks & Rec
Band director Aaron Hill and
his students heard the news last
The new Surry County Parks and
week.
Recreation Auxiliary meeting is
“There are no words to deJan. 12, 6:30 p.m. (2nd Thursdays
scribe
the band other than they
at SCPR). All invited. For
fill us all with joy!” said Princiinformation call Linda at 357pal Rebecca Mercer.
0408.
Hill said he was “very proud”
Saturday, Jan. 14
of the students.
Last year, the band applied but
Bingo
didn’t win participation in the
parade. This year, the parade’s
The American Legion Post 49
committee approved the band’s
invites the community to play bingo application.
The SHS Marching Packers
• See CALENDAR p. 12 have enjoyed an award-winning

The Smithfield High School marching band played for businesses in the Bridgeway Commerce
Park business district in Suffolk, as well as other locations in the region.

marching season. The band won
first place in the Coliseum Central Holiday parade, for band and
marching unit in the Smithfield
Christmas parade and in the Suffolk Holiday parade.
Those interested in backing
the Packer Marching Band can
contact Hill, or Mrs. Laura
Fletcher, the Band Booster president.
And for those making the trek
to Washington, D.C., the parade
runs from 10 a.m. - noon and it’s
Staff Photo by Abby Proch
free for those lining the streets,
but $20 per person for grandstand The cherry trees in Washington, D.C. were a gift from the
Japanese in 1912.
passes.

